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Dear Reader,

“Of the making of many books,” the sage of Ecclesiastes once noticed, “there is no end.” 
It would be paltering with the truth to say that he was entirely happy about this state of 

affairs. But then he had not seen the latest Encounter catalogue. I feel sure it would have glad-
dened his heart. “Good stuff,” he would probably have said, “I like it.” 

I hope that you’ll like it, too.  We have an especially strong and enticing roster of new titles 
this season.  The full story is laid out in bracing detail in the pages that follow.  Before you dive 
in, though, let me mention just a few highlights. 

 The rise of militant Islam has traumatized the world.  But it is increasingly clear that 
the real solution to radical Islam must come from within Islam itself. In The Challenge 
of Islamic Reform, journalist Christine Douglass-Williams interviews the foremost 
moderate and reformist Muslims in the Western world and shows how an Islam that is 
both orthodox and yet genuinely peaceful, tolerant, pluralistic, and compatible with 
secular governance, freedom of speech, and the equality before the law can be built. 
This unsparing and honest account of the obstacles and opportunities Muslims of 
good will face will be an essential text for understanding the future Islam in the West.

 The surprise victory of Donald Trump in the 2016 presidential election set conven-
tional wisdom on its head. What does the rise of Trump mean for the American Repub-
lic? America in the Age of Trump has the answer. In this savvy and refreshingly non- 
ideological study, Douglas E. Schoen and Jessica Tarlov go beyond the usual clichés 
and show how the eclipse of economic opportunity and myriad social crises led to a 
collapse of trust in government and fueled the movement that brought Donald Trump 
to the forefront of American politics. 

 In our “destined to be a classic” category you’ll find Gene Dattel’s Reckoning with Race,  
an impassioned, deeply informed, and unflinching investigation of America’s most 
intractable social problem: race. Dattel takes the reader back to the beginning of the 
nineteenth century and traces the complex evolution of America’s experience with 
race up to the present. After emancipation, how were blacks historically segregated 
from the rest of American society? Why is self-segregation still a feature of black soci-
ety? Why did the removal of overt legal segregation and civil rights legislation in the 
1960s not settle the racial conundrum? What, finally, should be done to eliminate the 
racial divide? 

These are just a few of Encounter’s new titles.  Please take a look in the pages that follow for 
our complete list of this season’s offerings as well as our extensive back list.  And don’t miss 
our storied series of pamphlets, Encounter Broadsides, or our new pamphlet series Encoun-
ter Intelligence.  

Thank you for your continued support of Serious Books for Serious Readers. 
      Godspeed,

Roger Kimball 
Publisher



4 New Hardcover
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DC Confidential
Inside the Five Tricks of Washington

You think you know  why our government in Wash-
ington is broken, but you really don’t. You think it’s 

broken because politicians curry favor with special inter-
ests and activists of the left or the right. There’s something 
to that and it helps explain why these politicians can’t find 
common ground, but it misses the root cause. A half cen-
tury ago, elected officials in Congress and the White House 
figured out a new system for enacting laws and spending 
programs—one that lets them take the credit for promising 
good news while avoiding the blame for producing bad 
results. With five key tricks, politicians of both parties now 
avoid accounting to us for what the government actually 
does to us. 

While most people understand that these politicians 
seem to pull rabbits out of hats, hardly anyone sees the 
sleight of hand by which they get away with their tricks. 
Otherwise, their tricks wouldn’t work. DC Confidential 
exposes the sleights of hand. Once they are brought to light, 
we can stop the tricks, fix our broken government, and 
make Washington work for us once again.

This book explains the necessary reform and lays out an 
action plan to put it in place. Stopping the tricks would be a 
constructive, inclusive response to the anger that Ameri-
cans from across the political spectrum feel toward what 
should be our government.

David Schoenbrod  was a leader of the Natural Resources 
Defense Council during the 1970s, heading campaigns to get 
the lead out of gasoline, protect the environment in Puerto 
Rico, and protect New Yorkers from automotive air pollution. 
Now, he is Trustee Professor of Law at New York Law School. 
Schoenbrod has frequently contributed to the editorial pages 
of the Wall Street Journal, the New York Times, and other 
newspapers and periodicals. He lives in New York City. 

David Schoenbrod 
Foreword by  Governor Howard 

Dean and Senator Mike Lee

March 2017 
Political Science 
1 -59403-911 -9 
978-1 -59403-911 -9 
6  ×  9˝  /  248  pages 
cloth /  $25 .99



Joy PullmanEducation Invasion
How Common Core Fights Parents  

for Control of American Kids

Most Americans  had no idea what Common Core  
 was in 2013, according to polls. But it had been 

creeping into schools nationwide over the previous three 
years, and children were feeling its effects. They cried over 
math homework so mystifying their parents could not help 
them, even in elementary school. They read motley assort-
ments of “informational text” instead of classic literature. 
They dreaded the high-stakes tests, in unfamiliar formats, 
that were increasingly controlling their classrooms.

How did this latest and most sweeping “reform” of Amer-
ican education come in mostly under the radar? Joy Pull-
mann started tugging on a thread of reports from worried 
parents and frustrated teachers, and it led to a big tangle of 
history and politics, intrigue and arrogance. She unwound it 
to discover how a cabal of private foundation honchos and 
unelected public officials cooked up a set of rules for what 
American children must learn in core K–12 classes, and how 
the Obama administration pressured states to adopt them. 
Thus a federalized education scheme took root, despite legal 
prohibitions against federal involvement in curriculum.

Common Core and its testing regime were touted as “an 
absolute game-changer in public education,” yet the evi-
dence so far suggests that kids are actually learning less 
under it.  Why, then, was such a costly and disruptive 
agenda imposed on the nation’s schools? Who benefits? 
And how can citizens regain local self-governance in edu-
cation, so their children’s minds will be fed a more nourish-
ing intellectual diet and be protected from the experiments 
of emboldened bureaucrats? The Education Invasion offers 
answers and remedies.

Joy Pullmann   is managing editor of The Federalist and 
an education research fellow at the Heartland Institute. She 
lives in Fort Wayne, ID.  

5New Hardcover

encounter books 
2017

march 2017 
Education 

1 -59403-881-3 
978-1 -59403-881-5 

6  ×  9˝  /  280  pages 
Cloth /  $25 .99 



Claudia Rosett What to Do About the U.N.

Encounter Broadside

encounter books 
2017

6 March2017 
International Relations 
1 -59403-972-0 
978-1 -59403-972-0 
4  ¾ x  7˝  /  48  pages 
Trade Paperback /  $5 .99

The United Nations  is failing abysmally, and dan-
gerously, in its mission. Founded in 1945 as a vehicle to 

avert war and promote human dignity and freedom, the 
U.N. has instead become a self-serving and ever-expanding 
haven of privilege for the world’s worst regimes, rife with 
bigotry, fraud, abuse, and corruption, both financial and 
moral. Yet the American foreign policy community treats it 
as taboo to speak seriously about sidelining, supplanting, 
or leaving the U.N. The usual argument is that the U.N. may 
be imperfect, but it’s all we’ve got.

In this Broadside, Claudia Rosett explains why the 
U.N.’s basic design means it cannot really be reformed and 
why it is becoming ever more urgent to seek alternatives. 
Rosett argues that it’s time to break the taboo, and to bring 
the question of how to dispense with the U.N. altogether 
into America’s foreign policy debates.

Claudia Rosett  is a prize-winning journalist for her 
reporting on the United Nations, and a former editorial writer 
and foreign correspondent for the Wall Street Journal. She is 
currently a foreign policy fellow with the Independent Wom-
en’s Forum. She lives in New York City. 
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March 2017 
Military History  

1 -59403-923-2 
978-1 -59403-923-2 

6  ×  9˝  /  528  pages 
Trade Paperback /  $18 .99

Today’s Goat,  the celebrated West Point cadet fin-
ishing at the bottom of his class, carries on a long and 

storied tradition. George Custer’s contemporaries at the 
Academy believed that the same spirit of adventure that 
led him to “blow post” at night to carouse at local taverns 
also motivated his dramatic cavalry attacks in the Civil 
War and afterwards. And the same willingness to stoically 
accept punishment for his hijinks at the Academy also sent 
George Pickett marching into the teeth of the Union guns 
at Gettysburg. The story James S. Robbins tells goes from 
the beginnings of West Point through the carnage of the 
Civil War to the grassy bluffs over the Little Big Horn. The 
Goats he profiles tell us much about the soul of the Ameri-
can solider, his daring, imagination and desire to prove 
himself against high odds.

James S. Robbins   is a columnist for USA Today and Exec-
utive Director of the American Security Council Foundation. 
He is a member of the advisory board for the National Civil 
War Museum in Harrisburg, PA. He lives in Washington, D.C.

James S. RobbinsLast in Their Class
Custer, Pickett and the Goats of West Point



Encounter Intelligence

encounter books 
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8 March 2017 
Political Science 
1 -59403-949-6 
978-1 -59403-949-2 
5  ¼ x  7  1 /2  ”  /  32  pages 
Trade Paperback /  $5 .99

Government agencies  regulate Americans in the 
full range of their lives, including their political par-

ticipation, their economic endeavors, and their personal 
lives. As a result, administrative power is a pervasive fea-
ture of American life. But is this power constitutional?

A similar sort of power was once used by English kings, 
and this book shows that the similarity is not a coinci-
dence. In fact, administrative power revives absolutism, 
and on this foundation, the book explains how administra-
tive power is profoundly unconstitutional. In one way after 
another, it denies Americans the freedoms guaranteed by 
the Constitution, including procedural rights such as juries 
and due process. No other feature of American government 
violates more constitutional provisions or is more pro-
foundly threatening. As a result, administrative power is 
the key civil liberties issue of our era.

Philip Hamburger   is the Maurice and Hilda Friedman 
Professor of Law at Columbia Law School. He writes on con-
stitutional law, including religious liberty, freedom of speech 
and the press, administrative power, and unconstitutional 
conditions. His previous books are Separation of Church and 
State (Harvard 2002), Law and Judicial Duty (Harvard 
2008), and Is Administrative Law Unlawful? (Chicago 
2014). He received a BA from Princeton and JD from Yale. He 
is a member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
and has been awarded the Sutherland Prize (twice), the 
Henry Paolucci/Walter Bagehot Book Award, the Hayek Book 
Prize, and the Bradley Prize. He Lives in New York City. 

Philip Hamburger The Administrative Threat
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April  2017 
Philosophy 

1 -59403-913-5 
978-1 -59403-913-3 

6  ×  9˝  /  408  pages 
cloth /  $27 .99

This collection  of twenty of Kenneth Minogue’s 
essays, written over a period of more than fifty years, 

celebrates the advent of modern liberty. They describe the 
conditions under which liberty and individuality can flour-
ish and the threats to liberty’s flourishing in our time. 
Minogue offers a powerful critique of political correctness, 
of ideological flights from reality, and of the deformities of 
study in the modern university.

“Ken Minogue  never saw  liberty as a statue, as an 
idol to be worshipped, but as a way of life—‘not 
merely a situation to be enjoyed, but a capacity to be 
exercised.’ Minogue also knew better than any of 
his  contemporaries that  the worst traitors to the 
cause of liberty often go by the name of liberals. This 
indispensable collection of  Minogue’s essays has 
been carefully chosen,  edited and introduced  by 
Timothy Fuller, whose understanding of  the man 
and his thought is unsurpassed.”

Daniel Johnson 
editor of Standpoint

Kenneth Minogue  (1930–2013) was an emeritus profes-
sor of political science at the London School of Economics. He 
wrote books on liberalism, nationalism, the idea of a univer-
sity, the logic of ideology, and, more recently, democracy and 
the moral life. He was born in New Zealand and educated in 
Australia.

Timothy Fuller  is Professor of Political Science at Colo-
rado College where he teaches political philosophy. He is a 
leading authority on the thought of Michael Oakeshott, and a 
friend and collaborator with Kenneth Minogue for nearly 
forty years. He lives in Colorado. 

Edited by  
Timothy Fuller

On Liberty and Its Enemies
Essays of Kenneth Minogue



How bad is  the problem of media bias? The answer  
 can be summed up in a few words: President Donald J. 

Trump. Whether you love or hate him, there’s no question 
that Trump gained a huge amount of support for his will-
ingness to criticize the media in harsh and unsparing terms. 
Yet, the media seem baffled by the fact they’ve lost the trust 
of the American people. They have responded by being 
extraordinarily defensive and doubling down on even more 
histrionic attacks. However, the American system has 
always depended on a strong and trusted media to hold 
those in power accountable. Journalist Mollie Hemingway 
looks at the impressive list of media failure that led us to 
this unique moment and asks: Is it possible for the media to 
recover their credibility before it’s too late?

Mollie Ziegler Hemingway  is a senior editor at The 
Federalist. A longtime journalist, her work has appeared in 
the Wall Street Journal, USA Today, the Los Angeles Times, 
the Guardian, the Washington Post, CNN, National Review, 
Federal Times, and many other publications. She is a fre-
quent guest on Fox News, CNN, and National Public Radio. 
Mollie was a 2004 recipient of a Phillips Foundation Journal-
ism Fellowship and a 2014  recipient of a Claremont Institute 
Lincoln Fellowship. She lives in Alexandria, VA.

Mollie Ziegler 
Hemingway

Trump vs. the Media

Encounter Broadside

encounter books 
2017

10 April  2017 
Media 
1594039763 
9781594039768 
4  ¾ x  7˝/  48  pages 
Trade Paperback /  $5 .99
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Encounter  Classics

The Challenges  

of Modernity,  

from the  

Pre-Victorians  

to the  

Postmodernists

Past and Present
GER

TR
UDE

H
IM

M
ELFA

R
B

political science /  essays

us $23.99 /  can $30.99

“The past is never dead. It’s not even past,” wrote 
William Faulkner. In Past and Present, an eminent 
American historian and cultural critic shows the truth 
of that statement. The common theme of the twenty 
essays gathered here is the intriguing and often 
unexpected ways in which the past continues to 
illuminate the present.

Gertrude Himmelfarb helps us find a new per
spective on contemporary issues through a trenchant 
analysis of debates and thinkers from earlier times. 
She allows the past to inform the present, without 
distorting either past or present.

The topics of the essays vary widely, from the 
disorders of modern democracy to the challenges of 
postmodernism, from the Victorian ethos to the 
Jewish question. The thinkers examined range from 
Edmund Burke to Leo Strauss, from Cardinal 
Newman to Lionel Trilling. The political figures who 
appear here are also diverse, from Benjamin Disraeli 
to Winston Churchill, from the American founders 
to Queen Elizabeth II. 

Running through all the essays as a first premise 
is the conviction that the pursuit of knowledge and 
truth, however diYcult or discomfiting, matters 
immensely in the “practical life,” to use Trilling’s 
terms, as it does in the “moral life.” Past and Present 
is a notable contribution to this endeavor—to 
understanding where we have been, where we are 
today, and where we may be (or should be) going.   

Gertrude Himmelfarb’s terrific new volume of essays spans an 
intellectual life sustained over some seventy years. Her crisp prose, 
luminous intelligence and common sense are manifest throughout. 
This is a onewoman arsenal of civilization, mobilizing the best of 
past culture to come to the aid of a present beset by anarchy.  
 Daniel Johnson  
 founding editor of Standpoint

Gertrude Himmelfarb’s latest collection of essays is a lively and up 
todate discussion of a range of important subjects, which I heartily 
recommend to all readers who love history and political ideas.  
 Paul Johnson 
 writer and historian

Gertrude Himmelfarb describes herself as an “oldtimer” in 
this profound and thoughtprovoking book, but in fact the 
themes she addresses are timeless, as one would expect from 
the greatest conservative thinker writing today. She sees today’s 
issues totally clearly, dispensing with the cant, and places them 
all in their correct historical context. From Churchill to Lionel 
Trilling, Thucydides to Einstein, Thomas Carlyle to Caitlyn 
Jenner, she always has something new, important and interesting 
to say.

Professor Andrew Roberts 
Lehrman Institute Distinguished Fellow  

at the NewYork Historical Society

Gertrude Himmelfarb, professor emeritus at 
the Graduate School of the City of New York, is a 
distinguished intellectual and cultural historian. Her 
most recent books are The People of the Book: Philo
semitism in England; The Jewish Odyssey of George 
Eliot; The Moral Imagination: From Adam Smith to 
Lionel Trilling; and The Roads to Modernity: The 
British, French, and American Enlightenments. 

author photo by sylvia johnson 
jacket design by carl w. scarbrough

ENCOUNTER BOOKS 
900 Broadway, Suite 0 
New York, New York 0003 
www.encounterbooks.com

Past and 
Present

G E R T R U D E  H I M M E L F A R B

April  2017 
Political Science 

1 -59403-925-9 
978-1 -59403-925-6 

6  ×  9˝  /  256  pages 
cloth /  $23 .99

The past is  never dead. It’s not even past,” wrote Wil-
liam Faulkner. In Past and Present, an eminent Ameri-

can historian and cultural critic shows the truth of that 
statement. The common theme of the twenty essays gath-
ered here is the intriguing, often unexpected ways in which 
the past continues to illuminate the present.

Gertrude Himmelfarb helps us find a new perspective 
on contemporary issues through a trenchant analysis of 
debates and thinkers from earlier times. 

The topics of the essays vary widely, from the disorders 
of modern democracy to the challenges of postmodernism, 
from the Victorian ethos to the Jewish question. The think-
ers examined range from Edmund Burke to Leo Strauss, 
from Cardinal Newman to Lionel Trilling. The political fig-
ures who appear here are also diverse, from Benjamin Dis-
raeli to Winston Churchill, from the American founders to 
Queen Elizabeth II. 

Running through all the essays as a first premise is the 
conviction that the pursuit of knowledge and truth, how-
ever difficult or discomfiting, matters immensely in the 
“practical life,” to use Trilling’s terms, as it does in the “moral 
life.” Past and Present is a notable contribution to this 
endeavor—to understanding where we have been, where 
we are today, and where we may be (or should be) going. 

Gertrude Himmelfarb , professor emeritus at the Grad-
uate School of the City of New York, is a distinguished intel-
lectual and cultural historian. Her most recent books are The 
People of the Book: Philosemitism in England; The Jewish 
Odyssey of George Eliot; The Moral Imagination: From 
Adam Smith to Lionel Trilling; and The Roads to Modernity: 
The British, French, and American Enlightenments.  She 
lives in New York City. 

Gertrude HimmelfarbPast and Present
The Challenges of Modernity, from  

the Pre-Victorians to the Postmodernists

“



12 New Hardcover
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The Challenge of 

ISLAMIC REFORM

  ISLAMIC REFORMERS SPEAK—
AND THE CHALLENGES THEY FACE

CHRISTINE DOUGLASS-WILLIAMS

May 2017 
Political Science 
1 -59403-939-9 
978-1 -59403-939-3 
6  ×  9˝  /  296  pages  
cloth /  $25 .99

The entire foreign policy  and much of the 
domestic policy of the United States and other West-

ern governments is based on the proposition that the vast 
majority of Muslims are moderate and peaceful, including 
those who are emigrating now in large numbers to Europe, 
and those who are already living in Europe and North 
America. But as ISIS, al-Qaeda and other Islamic groups 
radicalize peaceful Muslims by appealing to the teachings 
of the Qur’an and the example of Muhammad, it is impera-
tive for these moderates to articulate a vision of Islam that 
can withstand the challenge of the jihadis, refute their 
understanding of Islam, and establish an Islam that is 
peaceful, tolerant, and compatible with secular governance.

The Challenge of Islamic Reform is the first major effort to 
provide that foundation. Veteran journalist Christine Doug-
lass-Williams interviews the foremost moderate and reform-
ist Muslims in the Western world, including Zuhdi Jasser, 
Tawfik Hamid, Raheel Raza, Salim Mansur, Qanta Ahmed, 
and others. She asks them tough questions about how they 
deal with problematic Qur’an passages, how they intend to 
get their message across to the Muslim world, and more. 

Illuminating, engaging, and thought-provoking, The 
Challenge of Islamic Reform is an essential text for under-
standing the future of the United States and the West, and 
the implications of Muslim moderates’ struggle for the free 
world.

Christine Douglass-Williams  is a nine-time interna-
tional award-winning journalist and television producer. She 
is an appointed Director with the Canadian Race Relations 
Foundation (a Federal Foundation in the Department of Her-
itage Canada) and an appointee to the Office of Religious 
Freedom as an external advisor (Department of Foreign 
Affairs Canada). She lives in Canada. 

Christine 
Douglass-Williams

The Challenge of Islamic Reform 
Islamic Reformers Speak— 
and the Obstacles They Face



Michael WalshThe Devil’s Pleasure Palace 
The Cult of Critical Theory and  

the Subversion of the West

13New Trade Paperback

encounter books 
2017

May 2017 
Philosophy 

1 -59403-927-5 
978-1 -59403-927-0 

6  ×  9˝  /  232 
Trade Paperback /  $15 .99

In the aftermath  of World War II, America stood  
 alone as the world’s premier military power. Yet its 

martial confidence contrasted vividly with its sense of cul-
tural inferiority. Still looking to a defeated and dispirited 
Europe for intellectual and artistic guidance, the burgeon-
ing transnational elite in New York and Washington 
embraced not only the war’s refugees, but many of their 
ideas as well, and nothing has proven more pernicious than 
those of the Frankfurt School and its reactionary philoso-
phy of “critical theory.” 

In The Devil’s Pleasure Palace, Michael Walsh describes 
how Critical Theory released a horde of demons into the 
American psyche. When everything could be questioned, 
nothing could be real, and the muscular, confident empiri-
cism that had just won the war gave way, in less than a gen-
eration, to a central-European nihilism celebrated on 
college campuses across the United States. Seizing the high 
ground of academe and the arts, the New Nihilists set about 
dissolving the bedrock of the country, from patriotism to 
marriage to the family to military service. They have sown, 
as Cardinal Bergoglio—now Pope Francis—once wrote of 
the Devil, “destruction, division, hatred, and calumny,” and 
all disguised as the search for truth.

The Devil’s Pleasure Palace exposes the overlooked move-
ment that is Critical Theory and explains how it took root in 
America and, once established and gestated, how it has 
affected nearly every aspect of American life and society.

Michael Walsh   is a journalist, author, and screenwriter, 
whose work includes six novels, seven works of nonfiction, 
and a hit Disney movie. The former classical music critic of 
Time Magazine, he is now a regular contributor of political 
and cultural commentary to PJ Media and National Review. 
He lives in Ireland. 



Jared Meyer Why Progressive Cities  
Fight Innovation

Encounter Broadside

encounter books 
2017

14 June 2017 
Economics 
1594039518 
9781594039515 
4  ¾ x  7˝  /  48  pages  
Trade Paperback /  $5 .99

Technology continues  to unlock new ways for 
Americans to live and work. To illustrate these 

changes, this book explores the promise of online plat-
forms such as Uber and Airbnb. Unfortunately, instead of 
embracing innovation, many cities insist on applying anti-
quated regulations or completely banning these new ser-
vices to protect special interests—at the expense of 
workers and consumers. 

These fights go far beyond the sharing economy. To pro-
mote the benefits of new technology, it is time for states to 
step up and overrule cities when local policies threaten 
innovation. If cities are going to remain a driving force for 
economic progress, then states need to save so-called “pro-
gressive” cities from themselves. 

Jared Meyer   is a senior research fellow at the Foundation 
for Government Accountability. He is the coauthor of Disin-
herited: How Washington Is Betraying America’s Young 
(Encounter, May 2015) and the author of Uber-Positive: Why 
Americans Love the Sharing Economy (Encounter, June 
2016). Meyer, a member of Forbes’ 30 Under 30, has testified 
before various congressional committees on regulatory 
reform. In addition to publishing hundreds of opinion arti-
cles,  Meyer has also discussed his research on many radio 
and television shows, including the BBC, Fox, and NPR. He 
lives in Washington, D.C.



Barry LatzerThe Rise and Fall of  
Violent Crime in America

15New Trade Paperback

encounter books 
2017

June 2017 
Social  Science 

1 -59403-929-1 
978-1 -59403-929-4 

6  ×  9˝  /  424  pages 
Trade Paperback /  $17 .99

A compelling case  can be made that violent crime,  
 especially after the 1960s, was one of the most sig-

nificant domestic issues in the United States. Indeed, few 
issues had as profound an effect on American life in the last 
third of the twentieth century. After 1965, crime rose to 
such levels that it frightened virtually all Americans and 
prompted significant alterations in everyday behaviors and 
even lifestyles. The risk of being mugged was a concern 
when Americans chose places to live and schools for their 
children, selected commuter routes to work, and planned 
their leisure activities. In some locales, people were afraid 
to leave their dwellings at any time, day or night, even to go 
to the market. In the worst of the post-1960s crime wave, 
Americans spent part of each day literally looking back 
over their shoulders.

The Rise and Fall of Violent Crime in America is the first 
book to comprehensively examine this important phenom-
enon over the entire postwar era. It combines a social his-
tory of the United States with the insights of criminology 
and examines the relationship between rising and falling 
crime and such historical developments as the postwar 
economic boom, suburbanization and the rise of the mid-
dle class, baby booms and busts, war and antiwar protest, 
the urbanization of minorities, and more.

Barry Latzer  is Emeritus Professor of Criminal Justice at 
John Jay College of Criminal Justice, CUNY, and a former 
member of the doctoral faculty in criminal justice at the 
CUNY Graduate School and University Center. He lives in 
New Jersey.



16 New Hardcover
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July  2017 
Political Science 
1 -59403-947-x 
978-1 -59403-947-8 
6  ×  9˝  /  400  pages  
cloth /  $27 .99

America in the Age of Trump   is a bracing, essen- 
 tial look at the failure of a great nation to meet the 

needs of its people and the challenges of the age—the col-
lapse of public trust in government, a crisis of national val-
ues, from broken families to a loss of faith in the American 
idea itself. This crisis occurs just as the country faces an 
unprecedented array of fiscal, economic, social, and 
national-security challenges—out of control federal spend-
ing, frighteningly large deficits, massive gaps of income and 
opportunity, cultural division, and a dangerous world in 
which American power seems increasingly incidental. 

In America in the Age of Trump, Douglas E. Schoen and 
Jessica Tarlov offer a definitive assessment of a nation in 
turmoil, looking beneath well-known problems to identify 
underlying yet poorly understood causes. Readers will con-
front the crises, one by one: of trust, values, and governance; 
of education, economic opportunity, and fiscal solvency; of 
national security, domestic tranquility, and race relations. 

America in the Age of Trump provides  a clear and compre-
hensive evaluation of the fundamental issues confronting 
the American future while offering bold, fresh approaches 
to meeting these challenges. Other books have described 
the specter of American decline, but none has been so com-
prehensive in its diagnosis or forward-looking—and non-
ideological—in its remedies.

Douglas E. Schoen  has been one of the most influential 
Democratic campaign consultants for over thirty years. He 
lives in New York City.

Jessica Tarlov  is a senior strategist working for Schoen 
Consulting. She lives in New York City. 

Douglas E. Schoen 
and Jessica Tarlov

America in the Age of Trump
A Bipartisan Guide
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1 -59403-931-3 
978-1 -59403-931-7 

6  ×  9˝  /  424  pages 
cloth /  $27 .99

This book is about  how the Wall Street Journal’s 
opinion pages became the leading forum for the dis-

cussion of political and economic policies in the US. The 
Wall Street Journal also is international, with print editions 
in Europe and Asia, translated supplements in many for-
eign newspapers and online products available globally. 
The opinions on its pages are thus also part of an interna-
tional debate. This book goes back to the original editorials 
of Charles Dow and his beliefs in political and economic 
freedom, to explain how the Journal attained such promi-
nence and influence.

George Melloan , born in Greenwood, IN, was a writer 
and editor at the Wall Street Journal for 54 years. He joined 
the paper as a reporter in Chicago, moved to Detroit and then 
successively managed the Cleveland and Atlanta news 
bureaus. He became a page-one editor in New York in 1962 
and in 1966 went to London as a foreign correspondent cov-
ering Europe, the Middle East and Africa. In 1970 he joined 
the editorial page and in 1973 became deputy to Robert L. 
Bartley, editorial page editor and later editor of the Journal. 
He retired in 2006 but still writes occasionally for the Journal 
opinion pages. In 2009, he was author of The Great Money 
Binge: Spending our Way to Socialism, which is about the 
causes of the 2008 market crash. He lives in New York City. 

George MelloanFree People, Free Markets
How the Wall Street Journal Opinion Pages 

Shaped America
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1 -59403-933-x 
978-1 -59403-933-1 
6  ×  9˝  /  240  pages 
cloth /  $23 .99

America is a nation  founded on justice and the rule  
 of law. But our laws are too complex, and legal advice 

too expensive, for poor and even middle-class Americans 
to get help and vindicate their rights. Criminal defendants 
facing jail time may receive an appointed lawyer who is jug-
gling hundreds of cases and immediately urges them to 
plead guilty. Civil litigants are even worse off; usually, they 
get no help at all navigating the maze of technical proce-
dures and rules. The same is true of those seeking legal 
advice, like planning a will or negotiating an employment 
contract.

Rebooting Justice presents a novel response to long-
standing problems. The answer is to use technology and 
procedural innovation to simplify and change the process 
itself. In the civil and criminal courts where ordinary Amer-
icans appear the most, we should streamline complex pro-
cedures and assume that parties will not have a lawyer, 
rather than the other way around. We need a cheaper, sim-
pler, faster justice system to control costs. We cannot untie 
the Gordian knot by adding more strands of rope; we need 
to cut it, to simplify it. 

Benjamin H. Barton  is the Helen and Charles Lockett Dis-
tinguished Professor of Law at the University of Tennessee. 

Stephanos Bibas  is a Professor of Law and Criminology 
and the Director of the Supreme Court Clinic at the University 
of Pennsylvania. 

Benjamin H. Barton 
and Stephanos Bibas

Rebooting Justice
More Technology, Fewer Lawyers,  
and the Future of Law
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6  ×  9˝  /  336  pages 
cloth /  $25 .99

The challenges to  American security in the West-
ern Pacific, the seas that surround Europe, and the 

Persian Gulf are growing. Meanwhile, U.S. military com-
manders seek more naval forces to protect America’s inter-
est in the safe transit of American goods, deterrence in a 
proliferating world, and the defense of our key allies. At the 
same time, U.S. defense budgets are shrinking. American 
seapower has not been as small as it is today since before 
World War I. Unless reversed, U.S. seapower will continue 
its decline into the indefinite future as politicians ignore 
the widening gulf between the cost of modernizing and 
expanding American seapower, and the resources devoted 
to this most strategic arm of the nation’s defense. 

Seablindness explains the dilemma. It looks at the con-
sequences of neglect including the effect of increased 
deployments on families, global scenarios set in the imme-
diate future, the views of America’s most knowledgeable 
military officers, the anxious reactions of U.S. allies, and 
hard facts to show how a lack of political will is dismantling 
the nation’s global reach and with it, our position as the 
world’s great power.

Seth Cropsey  served as deputy Undersecretary of the U.S. 
Navy in the administrations of Ronald Reagan and George H. 
W. Bush. He was an officer in the U.S. Naval Reserve from 1985 
to 2004. Cropsey is a senior fellow at the Hudson Institute in 
Washington, DC and director of Hudson’s Center for Ameri-
can Seapower. He lives in Washington, D.C.

Seth CropseySeablindness
How Political Neglect is Choking American 

Seapower and What to Do About It
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6  ×  9˝  /  408  pages 
cloth /  $27 .99

R eckoning with Race   confronts America’s most  
 intractable problem – race. In a balanced, uncom-

promising, and unflinching narrative, Gene Dattel outlines 
American racial issues from the beginning of the nine-
teenth century to the present, exploding myths about the 
South as America’s exclusive racial scapegoat and examin-
ing the Great Migration north and the urban ghettos which 
still plague America. 

Through profiles of people, cities, and regions, Dattel 
explores the topics of identity, assimilation, and separa-
tion. Reckoning with Race asks and answers many ques-
tions. After emancipation, how were blacks historically 
segregated from the rest of American society? Why is self-
segregation still a feature of black society? Why do large 
numbers of blacks resist assimilation and the acceptance 
of middle class norms of behavior? Why has there been so 
little black penetration in the private sector? Why did the 
removal of overt legal segregation and civil rights legisla-
tion in the 1960s not settle the racial conundrum? Why do 
we still have the problems enumerated in the Kerner Com-
mission report (1968) after trillions of dollars have been 
spent to promote black progress? What, if anything, should 
be done, to eliminate the racial divide? 

Gene Dattel  grew up in the majority-black cotton country 
of the Mississippi Delta. He is an independent scholar who 
lectures widely. His most recent book, Cotton and Race in the 
Making of America (2009), links the economic power of cot-
ton to the African American experience. He lives in New York 
City and Lakeville, Connecticut with his wife Licia and two 
terriers, Winks and Rosie. 

Gene Dattel Reckoning with Race
America’s Greatest Failure
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Harry Jaffa, Walter Berns, and the Arguments that 

Redefined American Conservatism
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Political Science 

1 -59403-883-X 
978-1 -59403-883-9 
6  ×  9˝  /  184  pages 

Cloth /  $23 .99

This book is  a lively intellectual history of a small 
circle of thinkers, especially, but not solely, Harry Jaffa 

and Walter Berns, who challenged the “mainstream” lib-
eral consensus of political science and history about how 
the American Founding should be understood. Along the 
way they changed the course of the conservative move-
ment and had a significant impact on shaping contempo-
rary political debates from constitutional interpretation to 
the corruption of government today. Most importantly, 
these thinkers explain the deep reasons for patriotism—
why we should love America not just because it is our coun-
try, but because it is a free and just country. 

Steven F. Hayward  is the Ronald Reagan Distinguished 
Visiting Professor at Pepperdine University’s Graduate School 
of Public Policy. He lives in Cambria, CA.



J. Harvie Wilkinson III All Falling Faiths
Reflections on the Promise & Failure  
of the 1960s 
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Autobiography  
1 -59403-891-0 
978-1 -59403-891-4 
6  ×  9˝  /  208  pages 
Cloth /  $23 .99

In this warm  and intimate memoir Judge Wilkinson  
 delivers a chilling message. The 1960s inflicted enor-

mous damage on our country; even at this very hour we see 
the decade’s imprint in so much of what we say and do. The 
chapters reveal the harm done to the true meaning of edu-
cation, to our capacity for lasting personal commitments, 
to our respect for the rule of law, to our sense of rootedness 
and home, to our desire for service, to our capacity for 
national unity, to our need for the sustenance of faith. 
Judge Wilkinson does not seek to lecture but to share in the 
most personal sense what life was like in the 1960s, and to 
describe the influence of those frighteningly eventful years 
upon the present day. 

Judge Wilkinson acknowledges the good things accom-
plished by the Sixties and nourishes the belief that we can 
learn from that decade ways to build a better future. But he 
asks his own generation to recognize its youthful mistakes 
and pleads with future generations not to repeat them. The 
author’s voice is one of love and hope for America. But our 
national prospects depend on facing honestly the full mag-
nitude of all we lost during one momentous decade and of 
all we must now recover. 

J .  Harvie Wilkinson III  is a federal judge on the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit. Judge Wilkin-
son graduated from Yale University in 1967 and received his 
law degree from the University of Virginia in 1972. He lives in 
Charlottesville, VA.
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Education  

1 -59403-885-6 
978-1 -59403-885-3 
6  ×  9˝  /  336  pages 

Cloth /  $25 .99

In recent years , politicians led by President Obama  
 and prominent senators and governors have teamed 

with extremists on campus to portray our nation’s cam-
puses as awash in a violent crime wave—and to suggest 
(preposterously) that university leaders, professors, and 
students are indifferent to female sexual assault victims in 
their midst. Neither of these claims has any basis in reality. 
But they have achieved widespread acceptance, thanks in 
part to misleading alarums from the Obama Administra-
tion and biased media coverage led by the New York Times. 

The panic about campus rape has helped stimulate—
and has been fanned by—ideologically skewed campus 
sexual assault policies and lawless commands issued by 
federal bureaucrats to force the nation’s all-too-compliant 
colleges and universities essentially to presume the guilt of 
accused students. The result has been a widespread disre-
gard of such bedrock American principles as the presump-
tion of innocence and the need for fair play. 

This book will use hard facts to set the record straight. It 
will, among other things, explore many cases since 2010 in 
which innocent or probably innocent students have been 
branded as sex criminals and expelled or otherwise pun-
ished by their colleges. And it will show why all students—
and society as a whole—are harmed when our nation’s 
universities abandon pursuit of truth to accommodate the 
passions of the mob. 

KC Johnson  is a professor of history at Brooklyn College 
and the CUNY Graduate Center. He lives in Maine.

Stuart Taylor, Jr. , serves as a Nonresident Senior Fellow 
in Governance Studies at the Brookings Institution. He lives in 
Washington, D.C.
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An Inquiry into the Sons and  
Daughters of Dictators 
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1 -59403-899-6 
978-1 -59403-899-0 
6  ×  9˝  /  288  pages 
trade Paperback /  $16 .99

What’s it like  to be the son or daughter of a dicta-
tor? A monster on the Stalin level? What’s it like to 

bear a name synonymous with oppression, terror, and evil?
Jay Nordlinger set out to answer that question, and does so 
in this book. He surveys 20 dictators in all. They are the 
worst of the worst: Stalin, Mao, Idi Amin, Pol Pot, Saddam 
Hussein, and so on. The book is not about them, really, 
though of course they figure in it. It’s about their children.

Some of them are absolute loyalists. They admire, 
revere, or worship their father. Some of them actually suc-
ceed their father as dictator—as in North Korea, Syria, and 
Haiti. Some of them have doubts. A couple of them become 
full-blown dissenters, even defectors. A few of the daugh-
ters have the experience of having their husband killed by 
their father. Most of these children are rocked by war, 
prison, exile, or other upheaval.

Obviously, the children have things in common. But 
they are also individuals, making of life what they can. The 
main thing they have in common is this: They have been 
dealt a very, very unusual hand.

What would you do, if you were the offspring of an infa-
mous dictator, who lords it over your country?

An early reader of this book said, “There’s an opera on 
every page”: a drama, a tragedy (or even a comedy). Another 
reader said he had read the chapter on Bokassa “with my 
eyes on stalks.”

Meet these characters for yourself. Marvel, shudder, 
and ponder. 

Jay Nordlinger  is a senior editor of National Review. He 
writes about a variety of subjects, including politics, foreign 
affairs, and culture. He is the music critic of The New Crite-
rion. His previous book is Peace, They Say, a history of the 
Nobel Peace Prize. The author lives in New York City. 
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1 -59403-907-0 
978-1 -59403-907-2 
6  ×  9˝  /  440  pages 

Cloth /  $27 .99 

The Left, Right and Center  all hate them: pow-
erful special interests who use government power for 

their own private benefit. In an era when the Left hates “fat 
cats” and the Right despises “crony capitalists,” now there 
is an artful and memorable one-word pejorative they can 
both get behind: Bottleneckers.

A “bottlenecker” is anyone who uses government power 
to limit competition thereby reaping monopoly profits and 
other benefits. Bottleneckers work with politicians to con-
strict competition, entrepreneurial innovation, and oppor-
tunity; they limit consumer choice; they drive up consumer 
prices; and they support politicians who willingly overstep 
the constitutional limits of their powers to create, main-
tain, and expand these anticompetitive bottlenecks.

The Institute for Justice’s new book, Bottleneckers, coins 
a new word in the American lexicon, and provides a rich 
history and well-researched examples of bottleneckers in 
one occupation after another—from alcohol distributors 
to taxicab cartels—pointing the way to positive reforms. 

William H. (Chip )  Mellor  serves as chairman and 
founding general counsel of the Institute for Justice. He co-
founded IJ in 1991 and served as president and general coun-
sel until 2015. He lives in Falls Church, VA.

Dick Carpenter  is a director of strategic research at the 
Institute for Justice and a professor at the University of Colo-
rado in Colorado Springs. He lives in Peyton, CO. 



Ilan Berman Iran’s Deadly Ambition 
The Islamic Republic’s Quest  
for Global Power 
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International Relations 
1 -59403-897-x 
978-1 -59403-897-6 
6  ×  9˝  /  256  pages 
trade Paperback /  $16 .99

Are we on  the cusp of détente with Iran? Conventional  
 wisdom certainly seems to believe so. Since the start 

of diplomacy between the Islamic Republic and the P5+1 
powers (the United States, France, England, Russia, China, 
Germany) in November 2013, hopes have been running 
high for a historic reconciliation of Iran’s clerical regime 
with the West.

Yet there is ample reason for skepticism that the United 
States and its allies can truly curb Iran’s nuclear ambitions 
by diplomatic means. Moreover, the West’s current focus 
on Iran’s nuclear program is deeply dangerous insofar as it 
fails to recognize—let alone address—Iran’s other interna-
tional activities or its foreign policy aims. Those objectives 
are global, and they continue to grow in scope and menace. 

In this sobering book, Ilan Berman illuminates the mul-
tiple dimensions of the Iranian threat and exposes the per-
ils of lodging confidence in diplomacy with the Islamic 
Republic. 

Ilan Berman  is vice president of the American Foreign Pol-
icy Council, with expertise on regional security in the Middle 
East, Central Asia, and the Russian Federation. He lives in 
Olney, MD.



Neven SesardićWhen Reason Goes on Holiday
Philosophers in Politics

When  Reason 
Goes on  Holiday

N E V E N  S E S A R D I Ć

Philosophers in Politics

27Hardcover
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Philosophy 

1 -59403-879-1 
978-1 -59403-879-2 
6  ×  9˝  /  256  pages 

Cloth /  $25 .99

Philosophers usually  emphasize the importance 
of logic, clarity, and reason. Therefore when they 

address political issues they will usually inject a dose of 
rationality in these discussions, right?

Wrong. This book gives a lot of examples showing the 
unexpected level of political irrationality among leading 
contemporary philosophers. The body of the book presents 
a detailed analysis of extreme leftist views of a number of 
famous philosophers and their occasional descent into 
apology for—and occasionally even active participation 
in—totalitarian politics. Most of these episodes are either 
virtually unknown (even inside the philosophical commu-
nity) or have received very little attention.

The author tries to explain how it was possible that so 
many luminaries of twentieth-century philosophy, who 
invoked reason and exhibited rigor and careful thinking in 
their professional work, succumbed to irrationality and 
ended up supporting some of the most murderous political 
regimes and ideologies. The huge leftist bias in contempo-
rary philosophy and its persistence over the years is cer-
tainly a factor but it is far from being the whole story. 

Interestingly, the indisputably high intelligence of these 
philosophers did not actually protect them from descend-
ing into political insanity. It is argued that, on the contrary, 
both their brilliance and the high esteem they enjoyed in 
the profession only made them more self-confident and 
less cautious, thereby eventually making them blind to 
their betrayal of reason and the monstrosity of the causes 
they defended. 

Neven Sesardić  has taught philosophy at universities in 
Croatia, the United States, Japan, England, and Hong Kong. 
He lives in Zagreb, Croatia. 



James Piereson Shattered Consensus 
The Rise and Decline of  
America’s Postwar Political Order 

28 Trade Paperback

encounter books 
2017

November 2016 
Political Science 
1 -59403-895-3 
978-1 -59403-895-2 
6  ×  9˝  /  416  pages 
trade Paperback /  $17 .99

The United States  has been shaped by three sweep-
ing political revolutions: Jefferson’s “revolution of 1800,” 

the Civil War, and the New Deal. Each of these upheavals 
concluded with lasting institutional and cultural adjust-
ments that set the stage for a new phase of political and 
economic development. Are we on the verge of another 
upheaval, a “fourth revolution” that will reshape U.S. politics 
for decades to come? There are signs to suggest that we are. 

James Piereson describes the inevitable political tur-
moil that will overtake the United States in the next decade 
as a consequence of economic stagnation, the unsustain-
able growth of government, and the exhaustion of postwar 
arrangements that formerly underpinned American pros-
perity and power. The challenges of public debt, the retire-
ment of the “baby boom” generation, and slow economic 
growth have reached a point where they require profound 
changes in the role of government in American life. At the 
same time, the widening gulf between the two political  
parties and the entrenched power of interest groups will 
make it difficult to negotiate the changes needed to renew 
the system. 

Shattered Consensus places this impending upheaval in 
historical context, reminding readers that Americans have 
faced and overcome similar trials in the past, in relatively 
brief but intense periods of political conflict. While others 
claim that the United States is in decline, Piereson argues 
that Americans will rise to the challenge of forming a new 
governing coalition that can guide the nation on a path of 
dynamism and prosperity.  

James Piereson  is president of the William E. Simon Foun-
dation and a senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute. He 
lives in Sleepy Hollow, NY. 
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Unlocking 
Precision  
 Medicine
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 PETER HUBER

&

 INTELL IGENCE

 
Who will invent America’s next great century? 

The big ideas that will revolutionize the way we live 
will not emerge from our nation’s capital. They will 
be dreamt up, as they always have been, by enter-
prising Americans who hope to create positive 
value for others. 

Encounter Intelligence is dedicated to promot-
ing advances in innovation, education, and technol-
ogy that will improve the lives of all Americans and 
unlock real opportunity for those who need it most. 

series design by carl w. scarbrough

Encounter Books  
900 Broadway, Suite 601 

New York, New York 10003 

www.encounterbooks.com

New medicines in the pipeline can extend lives, 
save money, and even help stop disease before 
symptoms appear—if we don’t discourage their 
innovators and investors by trying to lower drug 
prices artificially. Unlocking Precision Medicine 
explores the environment necessary for creation of 
these health care game changers, and explains how 
the marketplace can effectively make them more 
affordable to all without killing the golden goose.

Paul Howard  is a senior fellow at the Manhattan 
Institute and director of health policy. Howard was part 
of the health care policy advisory group for Mitt Rom-
ney’s 2012 presidential campaign, has testified twice 
before Congress, and serves on a panel of judges for 
Celgene’s Innovation Impact Awards. He is a contribu-
tor to the Forbes blog the “Apothecary,” for which he 
writes about health care policy and entitlement reform, 
and is a regular columnist for the Morning Consult.

Peter Huber  is a senior fellow at the Manhattan 
Institute, where he writes about drug development, 
energy, technology, and the law. His most recent full-
length book is The Cure in the Code: How 20th 
Century Law Is Undermining 21st Century Medi-
cine. Before joining MI, Huber was an associate profes-
sor at MIT. He clerked on the DC Circuit Court of 
Appeals for Ruth Bader Ginsburg and on the US 
Supreme Court for Sandra Day O’Connor. 
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“One day, each one of us – 
or our loved ones – will be a 
patient in need. When that 
day comes, the cost and 
quality of the treatments 
available to us will hinge on 
the decisions Congress and 
the White House make today 
to embrace innovation or to 
undermine it.”

November 2016 
Political Science 

1 -59403-917-8 
978-1 -59403-917-1 

5  ¼ ×  7  ½"   /  62  pages 
Trade Paperback /  $5 .99

New medicines  in the pipeline can extend lives, save 
money, and even help stop disease before symptoms 

appear—if we don’t discourage their innovators and inves-
tors by trying to lower drug prices artificially. Unlocking 
Precision Medicine explores the environment necessary for 
creation of these health care game changers, and explains 
how the marketplace can effectively make them more 
affordable to all without killing the golden goose.

Paul Howard   is a senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute 
and director of health policy. Howard was part of the health 
care policy advisory group for Mitt Romney’s 2012 presiden-
tial campaign, has testified twice before Congress, and serves 
on a panel of judges for Celgene’s Innovation Impact Awards. 
He is a contributor to the Forbes blog the “Apothecary,” for 
which he writes about health care policy and entitlement 
reform, and is a regular columnist for the Morning Consult.

Peter Huber   is a senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute, 
where he writes about drug development, energy, technology, 
and the law. His most recent full-length book is The Cure in 
the Code: How 20th Century Law Is Undermining 21st Cen-
tury Medicine. Before joining MI, Huber was an associate 
professor at MIT. He clerked on the DC Circuit Court of 
Appeals for Ruth Bader Ginsburg and on the US Supreme 
Court for Sandra Day O’Connor.

Paul Howard & 
Peter Huber

Unlocking Precision Medicine
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Cloth /  $25 .99 

W e all know  the story of Thanksgiving. Or do we? 
This uniquely American holiday has a rich and little 

known history beyond the famous feast of 1621.
In Thanksgiving, award-winning author Melanie Kirk-

patrick journeys through four centuries of history, giving 
us a vivid portrait of our nation’s best-loved holiday. Draw-
ing on newspaper accounts, private correspondence, his-
torical documents and cookbooks, Thanksgiving brings to 
life the full history of the holiday and what it has meant to 
generations of Americans. 

Many famous figures walk these pages—Washington, 
who proclaimed our first Thanksgiving as a nation amid 
controversy about his Constitutional power to do so; Lin-
coln, who wanted to heal a divided nation sick of war when 
he called for all Americans—North and South—to mark a 
Thanksgiving Day; FDR, who set off a debate on state’s rights 
when he changed the traditional date of Thanksgiving. 

Ordinary Americans also play key roles in the Thanks-
giving story—the New England Indians who boycott 
Thanksgiving as a Day of Mourning; Sarah Josepha Hale, the 
nineteenth-century editor who successfully campaigned for 
Thanksgiving to be a national holiday; the 92nd Street Y in 
New York City, which founded Giving Tuesday.

While the rites and rituals of the holiday have evolved 
over the centuries, Kirkpatrick shows that its essence remains 
the same: family and friends feasting together in a spirit of 
gratitude, neighborliness and hospitality. 

Melanie Kirkpatrick  is a senior fellow at the Hudson 
Institute and a former deputy editor of the Wall Street Jour-
nal’s editorial page. She lives in rural Connecticut with her 
husband, Jack David.  

Melanie Kirkpatrick Thanksgiving
The Holiday at the Heart of the 
American Experience
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Cloth /  $23 .99 

Vladimir Putin  has a master plan to divide Europe, 
destroy NATO, reclaim Russian influence in the world, 

and most of all to marginalize the United States and the 
West in order to achieve regional hegemony and global 
power. Until now, Putin’s unified strategy and vision for 
Europe has not been thoroughly discussed or articulated in 
any meaningful way. Putin’s Master Plan is the first compre-
hensive attempt to systematically explain Putin’s global 
strategy that could inevitably and inexorably lead to the 
breakup of the NATO alliance and potentially to war with 
the West. The West has no strategy, no plan, and no tactics 
to confront Putin’s master plan other than limited economic 
sanctions, which have done little to deter Putin’s aggres-
sion—and may well have encouraged and facilitated it. 

Putin’s Master Plan makes the case that it is essential to 
wake up to Putin’s strategy to divide Europe, destroy NATO, 
and build a new empire in the former Soviet Union. Russia 
has demonstrated an extraordinary level of aggression, most 
boldly by its outright invasions of Georgia and Ukraine. Rus-
sia’s terrified neighbors have been left without an alternative 
to Russian domination by American weakness and a divided 
Europe, and even once-stalwart American allies such as 
Georgia are on the brink of becoming part of Putin’s new 
empire in Europe. Putin has made it clear that he sees NATO 
expansion as a fundamental threat to Russian nationhood, 
and he is systematically challenging the NATO alliance as 
well as the United States. So far, he is winning. 

Douglas E. Schoen  has been one of the most influential 
Democratic campaign consultants for over thirty years. His 
political clients include former President Bill Clinton as well 
as former New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg. He lives 
in New York City.

Douglas E. Schoen
with Evan Roth Smith

Putin’s Master Plan 
To Destroy Europe, Divide NATO, and 

Restore Russian Power and Global Influence 
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Campus Speech in Crisis
What the Yale Experience  

Can Teach America 

32 Trade Paperback

encounter books 
2017

September 2016 
Censorship 
1 -59403-919-4 
978-1 -59403-919-5 
4  ¾ x  7  /  72  pages 
trade Paperback /  $3 .99

Free speech   is in crisis on America’s campuses. 
Rather than refute an idea with which he disagrees, 

today’s college student demands censorship. At the slight-
est hint of offense, the weak-willed administrator complies 
and disinvites a speaker while a close-minded protestor 
disrupts a lecture. This disturbing trend threatens the very 
purpose of education, to expose the mind to various points 
of view. The sad message today’s students learn: shouting 
delivers results.

This short booklet offers a timeless defense of free 
expression, first authored at Yale University in 1975 and all 
too relevant in the current climate. 

Like many higher education institutions then and now, 
Yale had faced protest and censorship. In response to that 
free speech crisis, a faculty-student committee chaired by 
renowned historian C. Vann Woodard composed the 
“Woodward Report.” Its wonderful prose boldly defends 
the right for all to “think the unthinkable, discuss the 
unmentionable, and challenge the unchallengeable.” The 
Woodard Report is a model for all those who seek to stand 
up for the civil exchange of ideas and against the forces of 
censorship. 

In addition to the Woodard Report itself, readers will 
find an introduction contextualizing the report’s history 
and exegesis of the text by Judge José A. Cabranes and Yale 
Law School Professor Kate Stith. 

Nathaniel A. G. Zelinsky  is a J. D. candidate at Yale 
Law School. He holds degrees from Yale College and the Uni-
versity of Cambridge. He lives in New Haven, CT. 
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Robert C. O’Brien  
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International 
Relations 
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978-1 -59403-903-4 
6  ×  9˝  /  184  pages 
Cloth /  $23 .99
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Getting the Government 
Out of Parenting   
Abby W. Schachter   
august 2016 
Family  /  Politics 
1 -59403-861-9 
978-1 -59403-861-7 
6  ×  9˝  /  280  pages 
cloth /  $25 .99

The New Trail of 
Tears   
How Washington Is 
Destroying American 
Indians   
Naomi Schaefer Riley   
July  2016 
Political Science /  
Social  Science 
1 -59403-853-8 
978-1 -59403-853-2 
6  ×  9˝  /  184  pages 
cloth /  $23 .99

A Republic No More   
Big Government and the 
Rise of American Political 
Corruption   
Jay Cost   
july  2016 
History /  Political 
Science 
1 -59403-967-8 
978-1 -59403-967-6 
6  ×  9˝  /  408  pages 
Paper /  $17 .99

The War on Cops  
How the New Attack on 
Law and Order 
Makes Everyone Less Safe   
Heather MacDonald   
june 2016 
Politics  /  Criminal 
Justice 
1 -59403-875-9 
978-1 -59403-875-4 
6  ×  9˝  /  184  pages 
cloth /  $23 .99 

I Know Best   
How Moral Narcissism  
Is Undermining Our 
Republic  
Roger L. Simon  
June 2016 
Politics  /  Cultural 
Criticism 
1 -59403-805-8 
978-1 -59403-805-1 
6  ×  9˝  /  296  pages 
cloth /  $25 .99 
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Uber-Positive  
Why Americans Love the 
Sharing Economy  
Jared Meyer  
June 2016 
Innovation 
1 -59403-901-1 
978-1 -59403-901-0 
5  ¼ ×  7  ½"  /  40  pages 
Paper /  $5 .99

Who Needs the Fed?  
What Taylor Swift, Uber, 
and Robots Tell Us about 
Money, Credit and Why 
We Should Abolish 
America’s Central Bank  
John Tamny  
May 2016 
Economics 
1 -59403-831 -7 
978-1 -59403-831 -0 
6  ×  9˝  /  256  pages 
cloth /  $25 .99

Culture of Death  
The Age of “Do Harm” 
Medicine  
Wesley J. Smith  
may 2016 
Medical Ethics  
1 -59403-855-4 
978-1 -59403-855-6 
6  ×  9˝  /  480  pages 
Paper /  $18 .99

Moore vs. Krugman   
Stephen Moore  
May 2016 
Economics 
1 -59403-905-4 
978-1 -59403-905-8 
4 ¾ ×  7"  /  64  pages 
Trade 
Paperback /  $5 .99

Progressive Racism   
David Horowitz  
april  2016 
Politics  /  Social 
Science  
1 -59403-859-7 
978-1 -59403-859-4 
6  ×  9˝  /  320  pages 
cloth /  $25 .99

The Way Back  
Restoring the Promise of 
America  
F. H. Buckley  
April  2016 
Political 
Science /  Economics 
1 -59403-857-0 
978-1 -59403-857-0 
6  ×  9˝  /  352  pages 
cloth /  $27 .99

The Demon in 
Democracy  
Totalitarian Temptations 
in Free Societies  
Ryszard Legutko  
april  2016 
Political Science 
1 -59403-863-5 
978-1 -59403-863-1 
6  ×  9˝  /  296  pages 
cloth /  $25 .99

The Closing of the 
Liberal Mind  
How Groupthink and 
Intolerance Define the Left  
Kim R. Holmes  
april  2016 
Political 
Science /  L iberalism 
1 -59403-851-1 
978-1 -59403-851-8 
6  ×  9˝  /  312  pages 
cloth /  $25 .99
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The Black Book of 
the American Left  
An Anatomy of Leftist 
Illusions, 1974–2012  
David Horowitz  
april  2016 
Memoir /  Political 
Science 
1 -59403-869-4 
978-1 -59403-869-3 
6  ×  9˝  /  416  pages 
Paper /  $17 .99

Hidden in Plain 
Sight  
What Really Caused the 
World’s Worst Financial 
Crisis – and Why It Could 
Happen Again  
Peter J. Wallison  
march 2016 
Business  &  Economics 
1 -59403-865-1 
978-1 -59403-865-5 
6  ×  9˝  /  432  pages 
Paper /  $17 .99  

The New 
Totalitarian 
Temptation  
Global Governance and 
the Crisis of Democracy in 
Europe  
Todd Huizinga  
February 2016 
Current Affairs  & 
Politics 
1 -59403-789-2 
978-1 -59403-789-4 
6  ×  9˝  /  208  Pages 
Cloth /  $23 .99

The Nixon Effect  
How Richard Nixon’s 
Presidency  
Fundamentally Changed 
American Politics  
Douglas E. Schoen  
february 2016 
History /  Political 
Science 
1 -59403-799-X 
978-1 -59403-799-3 
6  ×  9"  /  296  pages 
Cloth /  $25 .99

Liberty’s Nemesis  
The Unchecked Expansion 
of the State  
Dean Reuter and John Yoo  
February 2016 
Current Affairs  & 
Politics 
1 -59403-837-6 
978-1 -59403-837-2 
6  ×  9˝  /  296  Pages 
Cloth /  $25 .99

David’s Sling  
A History of Democracy in 
Ten Works of Art  
Victoria C. Gardener 
Coates  
January 2016 
Art History /  Political 
Science 
1 -59403-721-3 
978-1 -59403-721-4 
7 .5  ×  10"  /  368  pages 
Cloth /  $27 .99

Please Stop  
Helping Us  
How Liberals Make It 
Harder for Blacks to 
Succeed  
Jason L. Riley  
january 2016 
Current Affairs  & 
Politics 
1 -59403-841-4 
978-1 -59403-841-9 
6  ×  9˝  /  184  Pages 
Paper /  $15 .99

Making David into 
Goliath  
How the World Turned 
Against Israel  
Joshua Muravchik  
December 2015 
History 
1 -59403-845-7 
978-1 -59403-845-7 
6  ×  9˝  /  296  Pages 
Paper /  $16 .99
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The Way out of 
Obamacare  
 Sally Pipes  
 December 2015 
Healthcare 
1594038295 
9781594038297 
4  ¾ x  7”  /  56  pages 
Paper /  $5 .99

Return to Winter  
Russia, China, and the 
New Cold War Against 
America  
Douglas E. Schoen and 
Melik Kaylan  
december 2015 
POLITICAL sCIENCE /  
International 
Relations 
1 -59403-843-0 
978-1 -59403-843-3 
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Common Sense 
Nation  
Unlocking the Forgotten 
Power of the American Idea  
Robert Curry  
november 2015 
History & political 
science 
1 -59403-825-2 
978-1 -59403-825-9 
6  ×  9˝  /  152  Pages 
Cloth /  $23 .99 

Lawless  
The Obama 
Administration’s 
Unprecedented Assault on 
the Constitution and the 
Rule of Law  
David E. Bernstein  
november 2015 
Current Affairs  & 
Politics 
1 -59403-833-3 
978-1 -59403-833-4 
6  ×  9˝  /  184  Pages 
Cloth /  $23 .99

The Case Against 
Trump   
Kevin D. Williamson  
November 2015 
Politics  and Current 
Events 
1 -59403-877-5 
978-1 -59403-877-8 
4  ¾ ×  7"  /  48  pages 
Paper /  $5 .99

Social Justice 
Isn’t What You 
Think It Is  
Rescuing a Forgotten 
Virtue  
Barry Latzer  
October 2015 
Social  Science 
1 -59403-835-x 
978-1 -59403-835-8 
6  ×  9˝  /  296  Pages 
Cloth /  $25 .99 

The Unmaking of a 
Mayor   
William F. Buckley, Jr.   
October 2015 
History and Memoir 
1 -59403-847-3 
978-1 -59403-847-1 
6  ×  9˝  /  256  pages 
paper /  $16 .99

Why Redistribution 
Fails   
James Piereson  
September 2015 
Economics  
1 -59403-873-2 
978-1 -59403-873-0 
4  ¾ x  7"  /  48  pages 
Paper /  $5 .99
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What’s So Bad 
About Cronyism?   
Jay Cost  
OCtober 2015 
Political Science 
1 -59403-871-6 
978-1 -59403-871-6 
4  ¾ x  7”  /  56  pages 
Paper /  $5 .99

The Heroic Heart 
Greatness Ancient 
and Modern  
Greatness Ancient and 
Modern  
Tod Lindberg  
September 2015 
history & Philosophy  
1 -59403-823-6  
978-1 -59403-823-5 
6  ×  9˝  /  256  Pages 
Cloth /  $25 .99

Against the 
Obamanet   
Brian C. Anderson  
July  2015 
Technology  
1 -59403-849-X 
978-1 -59403-849-5 
4  ¾ x  7"  /  48  pages 
Paper /  $5 .99

The Once and 
Future King  
The Rise of Crown 
Government on America  
F. H. Buckley  
june 2015 
history /  Political 
Science 
1 -59403-793-0 
978-1 -59403-793-1 
6  ×  9"  /  416  pages 
Paper /  $17 .99

The Education 
Apocalypse  
How It Happened and How 
to Survive It  
Glenn Harlan Reynolds  
May 2015 
Education 
1 -59403-791-4 
978-1 -59403-791-7 
6  ×  9"  /  136  pages 
paper /  $14 .99

Disinherited  
How Washington Is 
Betraying America’s Young  
Diana Furchtgott-Roth  
and Jared Meyer  
May 2015 
Political Science 
1 -59403-809-0 
978-1 -59403-809-9 
6  ×  9"  /  152  pages 
Cloth /  $23 .99

Islam and Free 
Speech   
Andrew McCarthy  
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Current Affairs  & 
Politics 
1 -59403-748-5 
978-1 -59403-748-1 
4  3/4  x  7”  /  48  Pages 
paper /  $5 .99

The Revolt Against 
the Masses  
How Liberalism Has 
Undermined the Middle 
Class  
Fred Siegel  
April  2015 
History /  Political 
Science 
1 -59403-795-7 
978-1 -59403-795-5 
6  ×  9"  /  240  pages 
Paper /  $15 .99



Admirable Evasions  
How Psychology 
Undermines Morality  
Theodore Dalrymple  
March 2015 
Psychology 
1 -59403-787-6 
978-1 -59403-787-0 
5  ½ ×  8  ½"  /  125  pages 
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The Perils of Engaging 
Rogue Regimes  
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1 -59403-797-3 
978-1 -59403-797-9 
6  ×  9"  /  432  pages 
Paper /  $17 .99

The Great Divide  
Why Liberals and 
Conservatives Will Never, 
Ever Agree  
William D. Gairdner  
february 2016 
Political Science 
1 -59403-764-7 
978-1 -59403-764-1 
6  ×  9"  /  224  pages 
Cloth /  $23 .99

Men on Strike  
Why Men Are Boycotting 
Marriage, Fatherhood,  
and the American 
Dream – and Why It 
Matters  
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1 -59403-762-0 
978-1 -59403-762-7 
6  ×  9"  /  240  pages 
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Saving Congress 
from Itself  
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Native Americans   
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Identity   
James S. Robbins   
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1 -59403-610-1 
978-1 -59403-610-1  
6  ×  9"  /  250  pages 
cloth /  $23 .99

America 3.0   
Rebooting American 
Prosperity for the 21st 
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Michael J. Lotus   
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Political Science 
1 -59403-643-8 
978-1 -59403-643-9  
6  ×  9"  /  368  pages 
cloth /  $25 .99

The Truth About 
Gun Control   
 David B. Kopel   
april  2013 
Current 
Affairs  /  Political 
Science 
1 -59403-712-4  
978-1 -59403-712-2  
4¾ ×  7"  /  48  Pages 
paper /  $5 .99

The Jihadist Plot   
The Untold Story of 
al-Qaeda and the Libyan 
Rebellion   
John Rosenthal   
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International 
Relations 
1 -59403-682-9 
978-1 -59403-682-8  
104  Pages  /  $14 .99 
E-Book Only

Why Coolidge 
Matters  
Leadership Lessons from 
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1 -59403-669-1 
978-1 -59403-669-9  
6  ×  9"  /  350  Pages  
Cloth /  $25 .99
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Saving Justice  
Watergate, the Saturday 
Night Massacre, and Other 
Adventures of a Solicitor 
General  
Robert H. Bork  
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Biography /  History 
1 -59403-681-0 
978-1 -59403-681-1 
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cloth /  $23 .99
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The Illusion of Islamic 
Democracy  
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978-1 -59403-691-0 
168  Pages 
Paper /  $17 .99
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Samuel Gregg  
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1 -59403-637-3 
978-1 -59403-637-8 
6  ×  9"  /  336  Pages 
Cloth /  $25 .99

The K-12 Implosion  
 Glenn Harlan Reynolds  
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Education  
1 -59403-688-8 
978-1 -59403-688-0 
4  ¾ ×  7"  /  48  Pages 
Paper /  $5 .99

Saturday People, 
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Israel through the Eyes of a 
Christian Sojourner  
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Memoir /  Religion  
1 -59403-639-x 
978-1 -59403-639-2 
6  ×  9"  /  304  Pages  
Cloth /  $25 .99
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A Defense  
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Girgis & Ryan Timothy 
Anderson   
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1 -59403-622-5 
978-1 -59403-622-4 
6  ×  9"  /  150  Pages 
Paper /  $15 .99
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Not Heal   
Affirmative Action and 
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Russell K. Nieli   
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1 -59403-582-2 
978-1 -59403-582-1  
6  ×  9"  /  480  pages  
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The Servile Mind  
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Paper /  $17 .99 
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Gate  
The Beirut Spring, the Rise 
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978-1 -59403-642-2 
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Paper /  $17 .99 
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Why the World’s Most 
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978-1 -59403-634-7 
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Cloth /  $23 .99

Who’s the Fairest 
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The Truth about 
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978-1 -59403-684-2  
6  ×  9"  /  128  Pages 
cloth /  $21 .50

This Time We Win  
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1 -59403-616-0 
978-1 -59403-616-3 
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september 2012 
Memoir 
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6  ×  9"  /  776  Pages 
Paper /  $19 .99
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The Great Global 
Warming Blunder  
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the World’s Top  
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978-1 -59403-602-6 
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Cloth /  $23 .99
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Cloth /  $25 .99
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978-1 -59403-661-3 
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How Fraudsters and 
Bureaucrats  
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John Fund and  
Hans von Spakovsky  
August 2012 
Political Science /  
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1 -59403-618-7 
978-1 -59403-618-7 
6  ×  9"  /  298  Pages 
Paper /  $16 .99
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The Human Cost of the 
Animal Rights Movement  
Wesley J. Smith  
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1 -59403-614-4 
978-1 -59403-614-9 
6  ×  9"  /  336  Pages 
Paper /  $16 .99 
Cloth /  $25 .95

Athwart History  
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Animadversions, and 
Illuminations 
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Edited by Linda Bridges  
& Roger Kimball  
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978-1 -59403-608-8 
6  ×  9"  /  568  Pages 
Paper /  $19 .99 
Cloth /  $29 .95
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1 -59403-663-2 
978-1 -59403-663-7 
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Paper /  $5 .99
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1 -59403-604-7 
978-1 -59403-604-0 
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Cloth /  $25 .99
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Merchants of 
Despair  
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The Case for 
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978-1 -59403-578-4  
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The Grand Jihad  
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Security  
1 -59403-580-6 
978-1 -59403-580-7  
6  ×  9"  /  472  pages  
paper /  $18 .95

Obama’s Education 
Takeover   
Lance T. Izumi  
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Education  
1 -59403-628-4 
978-1 -59403-628-6 
4  ¾ ×  7"/  48  pages  
paper /  $5 .99

Why the West 
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A Muslim Apostate's 
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Ibn Warraq   
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6  ×  9"  /  224  pages  
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The World Turned 
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paper /  $18 .95
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paper /  $5 .99
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The Fallacy of 
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978-1 -59403-592-0 
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paper /  $5 .99
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economics 
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Regulators 
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How the EPA is Ruining 
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Rich Trzupek  
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paper /  $15 .95
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paper /  $5 .99
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John Fonte   
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1 -59403-529-6 
978-1 -59403-529-6 
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The Hidden Story of How 
Markets Work   
Arnold Kling & Nick 
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1 -59403-527-X 
978-1 -59403-527-2 
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Confronting Terror   
9/11 and the Future of 
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John Yoo & Dean Reuter   
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1 -59403-562-8 
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6  ×  9"  /  240  pages  
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What’s Wrong with 
Benevolence   
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1 -59403-523-7 
978-1 -59403-523-4 
6  ×  9"  240  pages 
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978-1 -59403-594-4 
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law /  politics 
June 2011 
1 -59403-522-9 
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How the EPA’s 
Green Tyranny Is 
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paper $5 .99
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Bankrupting of 
America   
Daniel DiSalvo  
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paper $5 .99
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Surviving Hell  
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paper $15 .95
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6  ×  9"  352  pages 
cloth $27 .95
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paper $5 .95
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Freedom at Risk  
Reflections on Politics,  
Liberty, and the State  
James L. Buckley  
Politics  /  Current 
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Tax Piracy   
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paper $5 .99
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Paper $16 .95
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Gender Policies 
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Political 
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paper $5 .99
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Liberty and  
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978-1 -59403-383-4 
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Cloth $23 .95
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The Collapse of Boston’s 
Catholic Culture  
Philip F. Lawler  
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1 -59403-374-9 
978-1 -59403-374-2 
6  ×  9"  296  pages 
Paper $15 .95

How Obama Is 
Transforming 
America’s Military 
from Superpower to 
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Jed Babbin  
National 
Security  /  Defense 
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paper $5 .99
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The Collapse of Boston’s 
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Paper $15 .95

Obama Health Law: 
What It Says and 
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4  ¾ ×  7"  48  pages 
paper $5 .99
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978-1 -59403-378-0 
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What President 
Obama Doesn’t 
Know About  
Guantanamo   
Thomas Joscelyn  
National Security 
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paper $5 .99

How Barack Obama 
Is Endangering Our 
National Security   
Ambassador John Bolton  
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4  ¾ ×  7"  48  pages 
paper $5 .99

How Obama Is 
Transformong  
America through 
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Immigration 
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4  ¾ ×  7"  48  pages  
paper $5 .99
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Inside the CIA’s 
Dysfunctional Intelligence 
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Science /  Intelligence 
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1 -59403-382-x 
978-1 -59403-382-7 
6  ×  9"  400  pages 
Paper $16 .95
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Redefined  
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1 -59403-347-1 
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6  ×  9"  220  pages 
Cloth $23 .95

How Obama Has  
Mishandled the 
War on Terror   
Michael B. Mukasey  
National Security 
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978-1 -59403-489-3 
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paper $5 .99

Obama’s Radical  
Transformation 
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Jonathan Muravchik  
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February 2010 
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paper $5 .99
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How the Obama 
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paper $5 .99

The Bad Science and 
Bad Policy of 
Obama’s Global 
Warming Agenda   
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978-1 -59403-482-4 
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paper $5 .99
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Tolerance, Jihadism, and 
the Crisis in the West  
Michael Radu  
Political 
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Climate Confusion  
How Global Warming 
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Policies That Hurt the Poor  
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Colleges and universities used to teach art history to encourage connoisseurship 
and acquaint students with the riches of our artistic heritage. But now, as Roger 
Kimball reveals in this witty and provocative book, the student is less likely to learn 
about the aesthetics of masterworks than to be told, for instance, that Peter Paul 
Rubens’ great painting Drunken Silenus is an allegory about anal rape. Or that Cour-
bet’s famous hunting pictures are psychodramas about “castration anxiety.” Or that 
Gauguin’s Manao tupapau is an example of the way repression is “written on the 
bodies of women.” Or that Winslow Homer’s The Gulf Stream is “a visual encoding 
of racism.” 

In The Rape of the Masters: How Political Correctness Sabotages Art, Kimball, a 
noted art critic and essayist, shows how academic art history is increasingly held 
hostage to radical cultural politics – feminism, cultural studies, postcolonial studies 
and other weapons in the armory of academic anti-humanism. To make his point, 
Kimball describes the way seven famous works of art – all beautifully reproduced 
in this volume – have been reinterpreted by contemporary art historians to fit a rad-
ical ideological fantasy. He then performs a series of intellectual rescue operations, 
explaining how these great works should be understood through a series of illumi-
nating readings in which art, not politics, guides the discussion.

The Rape of the Masters exposes the charlatanry that stands behind much aca-
demic art history and oozes into the art world generally. It also provides an engag-
ing antidote to the tendentious, politically motivated assaults on our treasured 
sources of culture and civilization that are occurring not only in our universities 
but in our museums and art galleries as well. 

Ro g er  K i mba ll  is the editor and publisher of The New Criterion and president and 
publisher of Encounter Books. He is the author, most recently, of The Fortunes of Perma-
nence: Culture and Anarchy in an Age of Amnesia (St. Augustine). 
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